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The End of an Era
The landscape of Berry Hill politics is changing. Mayor
Harold Spray is retiring in April, at the end of his
seventh term on the Board of Commissioners. He has
been a vital force in the city since he was first elected in
1986. His 28 year tenure has included two separate
stints as Mayor: 1996-1998 and 2004-present.
A citizen of Berry Hill since 1965, and owner of Spray’s
Exterminating, on Dogwood Place, since 1977, Mayor
Spray reflects on his time in the city. “I’ve seen a lot of
accomplishments and changes, like the recent
sidewalks on Berry and Bransford, improved railroad
crossings, The Melrose and 23Hundred developments,
and so much more. I’ve enjoyed living, working, and
serving in Berry Hill. I appreciate very much the
people who’ve served on the boards and commissions
because every position of service is vital. It was an
honor working with the other commissioners through
the years.”
He continued, “The City Manager, Joe Baker, is such a
great asset to the city. In fact, Berry Hill has some of
the best employees around, with excellent
management. I especially have enjoyed working with
Mr. Baker, Chief Robert Bennett, Cheri Thompson,
Michelle Honick, and all those who are working for the
city now. The Police Department and Public Works do
such a fine job, and I’d like to thank the residents and
business people of the city who’ve been such a great
support the entire time I was on the Board.”

Mayor Harold Spray

Mayor Spray’s decision to end his years of official
service here will allow him to spend even more quality
time with his wife, Doris; their daughter, Sherry; and
their grandchildren. His family and church (Rosedale
Baptist) have always been of primary importance in his
life.
Don’t think he’s deserting the city, though. With a
twinkle in his eye, Mayor Spray comments, “I’ll still be
around!”

Summer Picnic to Be Held May 17th from 4-7 pm
The Berry Hill Summer Picnic will be held a little earlier this year to hopefully take advantage of cooler weather.
It will be on Saturday, May 17th from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Azalea Park. The picnic will kick off with games
including a water balloon toss and sack race. Then all present can enjoy barbecue pork, chicken and brisket with
sides and watermelon. Entertainment will be provided by the Rusty Tabor Band. All Berry Hill residents and
business people and their families are encouraged to attend. Seating is limited, so many attendees bring lawn
chairs. See you in May!

City Brush Collection
Beginning the last week of each month, the Public Works
Department runs chipper routes to collect brush and limbs in
the city and continues until all streets in the city have been
covered. While extra routes may occasionally be run
following storms, chipper service is not available on request.
If you have brush and limbs, please leave them at the edge of
the street but don’t place them in your drainage ditch. Public
Works cannot dispose of whole trees, logs, or limbs
with a diameter greater than eight inches or a length
shorter than two feet, because they will not go through the
chipper. They also cannot collect limbs or brush mixed with
leaves, grass, roots, soil, or rocks. No milled lumber may be
chipped.
Hired tree cutters, trimmers, and landscapers must
remove all materials they cut. Brush and limbs should
only be left on your own property for pickup. Dumping
brush on city property (including parks and cul de
sacs), highway department right of way, or vacant
lots owned by others violates litter laws.

Spring Cleaning Time - Bulk Trash Pickup

Trash & Recycling News
A number of residents reported that
recyclable glass in their recycling bin
was either not being collected or was
being collected with their trash instead
of their recycling. We notified our solid
waste contractor, Waste Industries, and
they are again collecting glass bottles
and jars bagged separately from other
recyclables.
Please follow these procedures to be
sure your trash and recyclables are
disposed of properly:
 Trash and recyclables will be collected
from single and two-family dwellings
each Tuesday. They should be out for
pickup no later than 7 am.
 Trash must be placed in your own
lidded trash receptacles (33 gallon or
less). There is no limit on the number
of trash receptacles you may have.

On the first two Tuesdays in April, the 1st and 8th, Berry Hill
residents with city-provided trash collection may leave large
items at the edge of the street in front of their homes to be
collected by Waste Industries, our solid waste contractor.
Items to be picked up may be placed out the day prior to the
pickup or by 6 am on the collection day. Items that cannot
be taken due to environmental restrictions are:

 Paper, plastic, and recyclable metal
may be mixed together and placed in
the blue Berry Hill recycling bin.

 Paint, oil, and other hazardous liquids or solids

 Cardboard boxes should be broken
down and may be placed beside the
recycling bin (you may place them
inside if there is room).

 Tires and batteries
 Refrigerators, freezers, and air conditioners, unless Freon
free certificates are provided
 Computers and monitors
If you have a question about a particular item, please call
City Hall at 292-5531. These semi-annual pick-ups are the
only times we can help you with bulk items. Please take
advantage of this opportunity.

 Glass bottles and jars should be placed
in a bag and the bag placed in the
recycling bin on top of the other
recyclables.

 Your receptacles, both trash and
recycling, may be left at your back
door, if accessible to the Waste
Industries employees, or at the street
for collection.

Azalea Park Shelter & Berry Hill Community Center
The Azalea Park picnic shelter and the Berry Hill Community Center may be reserved for noncommercial
purposes. Berry Hill residents and businesses may reserve on a first come/first served basis up to one year in
advance. Nonresidents may reserve on a first come/first served basis up to two months in advance. There is
no charge for using the facilities if you clean up after your event.
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Upcoming Events
March 18th 7:00 am-7:00 pm – Berry Hill
Commissioner Election to elect two members of the
Board of Commissioners to four-year terms. For this
municipal election only, all voting will be held at Berry
Hill City Hall, including for those Berry Hill citizens in
Precinct 17-4 who regularly vote at 2nd Missionary
Baptist Church on Halcyon Avenue.

City of Berry Hill
698 Thompson Lane
Nashville, TN 37204
www.berryhilltn.org

April 1st and 8th - Semi-annual Bulk Trash Pickup
for Berry Hill residents will be the first two Tuesdays of
April. (See article on page 2.)

City Hall
Hours – Mon–Fri, 8:30 am–5:00 pm
Tel. – 615-292-5531
Fax – 615-297-2391

May 17th (Saturday) - The Berry Hill Summer
Picnic will be held at Azalea Park from 4:00 to 7:00
pm. There will be food, games and music. (See article
on page 1.)

Police Dept.
Hours – 24 hours/day, 7 days/week
Tel. – 615-297-3242
Fax – 615-269-9819
Public Works
Hours – Mon–Fri, 8:00 am–5:00 pm
Tel. – 615-297-2262
Monthly Meeting Schedule
Board of Commissioners
2nd Monday at 7:00 pm
Board of Zoning Appeals
1st Monday at 6:00 pm
Zoning & Planning Commission
1st Monday at 6:15 pm
Traffic Commission
1st Monday at 6:30 pm
Municipal Beer Permit Board
1st Tuesday at 6:00 pm
Municipal Court
3rd Friday at 2:30 pm
All city meetings are open to the public
and all Berry Hill citizens are welcome
and encouraged to attend.
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Development Update
The low temperatures and occasional
harsh weather have not slowed the
progress of development in the Melrose
area of Berry Hill.
The Melrose, the mixed-use project at
the Franklin Pike/Kirkwood Avenue
intersection (shown at top right), has
opened its on-site leasing office and its
first retail tenant, “Lunatic Fringe”, a
salon, is open for business. Permits have
also been issued for the build-out of two
restaurant spaces. The developers
anticipate opening the first of the
project’s 220 apartment units to
residential tenants in the next few weeks.
23Hundred at Berry Hill, the apartment
development at the corner of Franklin
Pike and Bradford Avenue (shown
middle right), has approximately 150 of
its 266 apartment units completed and
over 80 are already occupied.
In the design stage is a 320 unit
apartment project planned for the
former Jaguar, Porsche, Audi Nashville
location at the Franklin Pike/Craighead
Street intersection. The Lennar
Multifamily Communities project (the
Franklin Pike elevation of which is
rendered at bottom right) has received
concept plan approval and is at the site
plan review stage. It will have frontage
on Franklin Pike, Craighead Street and
Melpark Drive, and will be four stories
tall facing Franklin and Craighead, and
three stories tall facing Melpark.
Structure parking will be accessed from
Craighead and Melpark.

City Personnel News:
Yoquelet Recognized for Five Years of Service
Officer Roy Yoquelet was recognized at the February Board of
Commissioners Meeting for his five years of service on the Berry Hill
Police Department. At right, Police Chief Robert Bennett presents
Officer Yoquelet a Certificate of Appreciation.
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HELPING OUR STREAMS WITH GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Streams in Nashville are characterized by quick rises in stream water levels during storms, elevated levels of
nutrients and contaminants, and more rapid bank erosion and sediment depositing than expected. Most of
these impacts are linked to stormwater run-off. That is, the water that flows down into catch basins in your
neighborhood when it rains. That water flow is full of pollutants from roofs, yards, parking lots and streets.
Green Infrastructure (GI) is environmental site design that is used to mimic a site's predevelopment
hydrologic function. The goal of Green Infrastructure is to design a built environment that remains a
functioning part of an ecosystem rather than existing apart from it. This approach to urban stormwater
management strategically integrates stormwater controls throughout the urban landscape and does not rely on
conventional end-of-pipe structural techniques. Here are some common Green Infrastructure practices:
•

Downspout disconnection is the process of separating roof downspouts from the sewer system and
redirecting roof runoff onto pervious surfaces, most commonly a lawn. This gives the roof runoff the
opportunity to infiltrate, reducing the volume of runoff that must be captured by additional GI practices,
or runoff into the public stormwater system.

•

Filter strips are uniformly sloped areas of dense vegetation that act as a buffer often used to provide
water quality pretreatment to runoff flowing from its source to another GI practice area. Water quality
improvements are accomplished through infiltration and vegetative filtering of sediments, organic
matter, nutrients, and pesticides. Treatment effectiveness depends on dense vegetation and sufficient
contact time. Filter strips are not designed to provide storage of large runoff volumes, but can
significantly reduce the volume of runoff from small, frequently-occurring storms if the soils are
sufficiently pervious. Filter strips increase surface roughness, reducing runoff velocity and thereby
decreasing peak discharge rates.

•

Infiltration practices, such as infiltration trenches and dry wells, enhance water percolation through a
stone-filled structure that slows and partially holds stormwater runoff, facilitating pollutant removal.
Infiltration trenches are excavated 3 to 12 feet deep, lined with filter fabric, and filled with stone,
allowing stormwater runoff to infiltrate into surrounding soils through the trench's bottom and sides. Dry
wells are pits filled with gravel or stone aggregate and are designed to catch stormwater from roof
downspouts or paved areas. Water quality is improved through filtering by the media and surrounding
soils, allowing these infiltration techniques to remove a variety of pollutants.

•

Permeable pavement allows stormwater to pass through voids in the paved surface and infiltrate into
the sub-base. Permeable pavements may be constructed of four basic material types: porous asphalt;
porous concrete; interlocking paver blocks; and plastic grid. Permeable pavements may be designed to
exfiltrate captured runoff into the subsoil, discharge stored runoff into existing storm drains, or store
runoff for use in irrigation. The amount of exfiltration depends on the permeability of the existing soil.
Permeable pavements simultaneously serve as hardscape and as stormwater infrastructure, and are
therefore especially useful where space constraints preclude the use of other water quality GI practices.

•

Rain barrels and cisterns store rooftop runoff. The stored water is a source of untreated ‘soft water',
free of most sediment and dissolved salts and ideal for later reuse in lawn and garden watering. Rain
barrels are most often used for private residences while cisterns are typically larger, can be stored above
or below ground, and have both residential and commercial applications. Rain barrels and cisterns can
effectively reduce runoff volumes for very small storms. An initial runoff volume is retained by the
storage devices, ranging from approximately 50 gallons to many thousand for each device, prior to the
remaining runoff bypassing the systems. Modest water quality improvements will be gained by using
rain barrels and cisterns to reduce the volume of stormwater available to convey pollutants.

•

Bioretention or rain gardens, also known as bioinfiltration cells, are vegetated depressions that store
and infiltrate runoff from impervious surfaces, such as roofs and pavement. Bioretention and rain
gardens generally work through filtration of the runoff into a collection system. An engineered soil
medium maximizes infiltration and pollutant removal. Uptake by plants reduces runoff volume and
pollutant concentrations. Systems are typically designed to drain within 48 hours. Bioinfiltration can be
suitable for a wide range of land uses, from residential to commercial, industrial, and urban settings.

Use of Bioinfiltration for stormwater management is ideal for median strips, parking lot islands, and
swales. Bioinfiltration provides storage and exfiltration capacity to surrounding soils, as well as plant
uptake and evapotranspiration. Bioinfiltration is among the best GI practices for stormwater quality
control, taking advantage of both physical and biological removal pathways.
•

Soil amendments are any materials, organic or inorganic, that are added to a soil to increase its physical
properties and enhance plant growth. Soil amendments increase a soil's infiltration and water retention
capacity and thereby add storage volume to a site. The maximum stormwater flow rate is reduced by the
enhanced infiltration capability of the site and the additional storage volume that is realized in the
amended soils. Amended soils have the ability to remove pollutants through sorption, precipitation,
filtering, and bacterial and chemical degradation.

•

Street trees and afforestation of larger disturbed areas can have a significant impact on stormwater
runoff. Trees reduce runoff volume through evapotranspiration and interception (capture and storage of
rainfall on leaf surfaces). They also improve the infiltration capacity of the soil, reducing runoff
potential. Planting individual trees will reduce volume from small, frequent storm events, but will not
appreciably affect large storms. Afforestation of an entire area, however, can have a dramatic effect on
soil permeability. An area replanted and allowed to grow into a mature stand of trees with little or no
clearing of undergrowth can have a much higher infiltration rate than other land uses. Trees may be
planted as seeds, seedlings, or semi-mature trees.

•

Tree box filters are mini filtration areas beneath trees in in-ground containers, typically installed in
urban areas. An efficient use of land, the surface appearance of a tree box is a tree or shrub in a tree grate
along a curb. The vegetation sits in a concrete box of bioretention media through which street or parking
lot runoff is filtered prior to discharge into the storm drain system. For low to moderate flows,
stormwater enters through the tree box's inlet, filters through the soil, and exits through an underdrain
into the storm drain. For high flows, stormwater bypasses the tree box filter if it is full and flows directly
to the downstream curb inlet. A single tree box can store 100-300 gallons of stormwater; therefore the
use of multiple devices is required to achieve significant reductions in the volume or peak flow rate of
large storms. Tree box filters are based on bioretention technology, with improvements in performance,
reliability, pollutant removal, ease of construction, aesthetics, and maintenance costs.

•

Vegetated roofs, also known as green roofs, ecoroofs, or nature roofs, are structural components that
capture, filter, and detain rainfall. Vegetated roofs can be constructed over any type of roofing material,
providing that the roof itself can handle the weight of the vegetation. The system consists of
waterproofing material, growing medium, and vegetation. Most vegetated roofs can be considered
“intensive” or “extensive,” depending on the type of vegetation used and the roof area's planned usage.
Intensive vegetated roofs employ a wide variety of plant species that require deep layers of media and
continuous maintenance. This type is generally limited to flat roofs, and often serves as a parklike area
accessible to the public. Extensive vegetated roofs have shallow vegetation, usually 4 inches or less,
consisting of succulents, grasses, herbs, or mosses. This type of roof requires minimal maintenance, and
is generally not open for public access. A major benefit of vegetated roofs is their ability to absorb
stormwater and release it slowly over a period of several hours. They help reduce the volume of runoff as
well as the amount of pollution entering local drainage systems and, ultimately, receiving waters. In
addition, adding vegetation to a roof will provide protection from ultraviolet radiation and extreme
temperature fluctuations, two elements that cause standard roof membranes to deteriorate, and reduce
urban heat island effects.

•

Vegetated swales are broad, shallow channels designed to convey and infiltrate stormwater runoff. The
swales are vegetated along the bottom and sides of the channel, with side vegetation at a height greater
than the maximum design stormwater volume. Vegetated swales reduce stormwater volume through
infiltration, improve water quality through infiltration and vegetative filtering, and reduce runoff velocity
by increasing flow path lengths and channel roughness. Reductions in discharge volume will be most
apparent in moderate to small storms. Channel vegetation removes large and coarse particulate matter
from stormwater.

Source: CleanWaterNashville.org

